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awaiting my return from Genoa, Adolphe hurried off to Rennes to join Bernadotte, who, without further consideration, gave the post to the brother who arrived first, as if it was a question of a prize for a race. In this way, when I reached Rennes and joined the staff of the Army of the West, I learnt that my brother had received the commission of regular aide-de-camp to the chief, and that I was only a supernumerary, that is, provisional aide-de-camp. I was much disappointed, for if I had expected this I should have accepted Massena's proposal; but it was now too late. In vain did Bernadotte assure me that he would obtain leave to increase the number of his aides-de-camp. I had no hope of it, and I understood that before long I should have to go elsewhere. I have never approved of two brothers serving together on the same staff or in the same regiment, because they always stand in each other's way. It will be seen that this happened frequently in the course of our career.
Bernadotte's staff was at that time composed of officers who nearly all reached a high rank.    Four of them were already colonels, viz.: Gerard, Maison, Willatte, and Maurin, of whom Gerard was undoubtedly the most remarkable.    He had plenty of talent and of courage, and a great instinct for war.    At the battle of Waterloo he was under the orders of Marshal  Grouchy, and  gave him admirable advice, which might  have   assured   us  the  victory.     Maison  became  a marshal, and afterwards Minister of War, under the Bourbons. Willatte was a general of division under the Restoration; Maurin the same.    The other aides-de-camp of Bernadotte were Majors Chalopin, killed at Austerlitz, and Mergey, who became   major-general;   Captain   Maurin,  brother   of the colonel, became   major-general,  also  Sub-Lieutenant  Willatte.    My   brother  Adolphe,  who became  major-general, was the last of the regular aides-de-camp; finally, Maurin, brother of the other two, who became colonel, and I were the supernumeraries.     Thus  of eleven, aides-de-camp  attached to the staff of Bernadotte:, two reached the rank of marshal, three that of lieutenant-general, four major-general, and one died on the field of battle.hed that town they were free to take part again in hostilities.
